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EditorialCellular Development
1999 and have been closely involved with DevelopmentalSince its launch in July 2001, Developmental Cell, like
Molecular Cell, has been run by the Cell editorial team, Cell from the time that it was little more than an idea. Dan
Wainstock comes from a developmental biology back-as part of a group of three closely linked journals. How-
ever, even the most dutiful of daughters eventually wants ground, having worked in Xenopus ectodermal patterning.
Dan has been an editor at Cell Press for three years, andto assert her independence, and the appointment of Emilie
Marcus as the new Editor of Cell has given us an opportu- has also been closely involved with Developmental Cell since
its launch. We are of course very pleased to be joined by thenity to reorganize Cell, Molecular Cell, and Developmental
Cell editorial teams in a way that loosens their family ties. Reviews Editors, and by our board of Associate Editors,
whose advice and input we value enormously. AlthoughFrom November 1, the team of editors previously working
on all three journals has divided into separate, smaller Developmental Cell now has an independent editorial
team, we will maintain a highly collaborative relationshipteams working independently and devoted specifically to
the individual journals. We hope that this will provide clar- with other Cell Press journals, including Cell, Molecular Cell,
and Neuron. For authors, this will mean straightforward com-ity and focus for authors, readers, and editors alike, and
allow all three journals to develop as best suits the needs munication between the journals about papers, including
transfer of papers and reviews between journals when au-of their respective readerships and communities.
I am looking forward to a bright future for Developmental thors request it. The main intention of this collaborative
relationship is to provide authors with choices and op-Cell. My excitement about the potential of research in
cell biology and developmental biology, as outlined in our tions, and to facilitate the path that papers take toward
publication. We always strive to make the reviewing pro-original editorial (Siegel and Sweet, 2001), has only intensi-
fied with the passage of time. Developmental Cell has cess as streamlined and timely as possible, and with this
in mind we are using an online submission and reviewingrapidly established itself as a prominent venue for high-
quality research in these areas, and I am delighted to have system (see http://dc.edmgr.com).
From my perspective, one of the main measures of suc-been able to publish so many excellent papers over the
past two and a half years. I have also been particularly cess for a new journal is its readership. I am therefore
pleased that the numbers of subscriptions and institutionsexcited by some of the studies we have published that fall
at the cell/developmental biology interface; a prime exam- with site licenses to Developmental Cell have grown
steadily, and we are seeing high download rates for papersple is the cover feature paper in this issue from Andrea
Brand’s group about the role of myosin II in asymmetric and reviews from the web site. I am also pleased that
Developmental Cell is part of the World Health Organiza-cell division. Recently, Developmental Cell has begun to
branch out into new areas, such as genomic scale analyses, tion-sponsored HINARI network program that makes free
or very low-cost electronic access to scientific and health-modeling, and evolutionary biology, and this is a trend that
I hope will continue and expand as the journal matures. In related material available to over 100 developing countries
(see http://www.healthinternetwork.org/). Despite its youth,addition to full-length and short-format research articles, we
are also interested in publishing innovative techniques that Developmental Cell did receive a 2002 impact factor of
11.531, based on 2002 citations of the articles it publishedare of broad applicability, and letters that address points
of broad scientific interest based on the published liter- in its first six months (July–December 2001). As impact
factors are generally based on papers from two years, thisature.
A signature characteristic of Developmental Cell since is a somewhat preliminary number. However, it does reflect
the strong start Developmental Cell made in its first year.its inception has been a good range of high-quality review
articles, as well as previews, meeting reviews, and letters. Another measure of overall interest is the immediacy index,
which measures citations of 2002 papers in 2002. The 2002We owe a big debt of gratitude to the Reviews Editors,
Joan Brugge, Phil Ingham, Norbert Perrimon, and Cliff immediacy index of Developmental Cell was 3.295, which
compares favorably with many other high-quality journals.Tabin, who conceived, commissioned, and edited many
of the review articles we have published. Unfortunately, Dan Wainstock and I are now focusing on the future,
and we look forward to working with all of you, our authors,Phil Ingham’s growing commitments at the Centre for De-
velopmental Genetics have recently led him to resign his reviewers, and readers, to take Developmental Cell from
strength to strength. We also hope to meet many of youspecific Reviews Editor post, but he will remain associated
with Developmental Cell through being a member of the in person at conferences or during site visits. We encour-
age and welcome feedback, and we are always happy toAssociate Editorial board. It would be remiss of me not
to also highlight the contribution that Lakshmi Goyal made discuss potential submissions or ideas for review articles.
to the review material; Lakshmi was responsible for or- Our journal is your journal, and we will work hard to ensure
ganizing and coordinating many of the other review sec- that Developmental Cell is a valued resource within the
tion articles that appeared during the first two years of cell and developmental biology communities and beyond.
Developmental Cell, helping to ensure that we covered a
broad and interesting range of topics. Deborah Sweet
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